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From the Bridge
To some Auxiliarists—and to many in the active-duty force—one of the most frustrating things about the

Auxiliary is the way some members wear their uniforms. Go to any large meeting or conference, and you’ll see
an embarrassing array of misplaced insignia and outlandish uniforms. Last month, I saw one person wearing a
flight-suit—at a Sector workshop, not on a tarmac. Another wore Auxiliary insignia—on Army fatigues. It doesn’t
take many such violations to raise eyebrows. In recent weeks, I’ve received several comments from active-duty
personnel about the way some Auxiliarists wear their uniforms, and I’m sure there’d be more complaints if they
got to more of our meetings. 

Getting  people  to  wear  their  uniforms  properly  isn’t  always  an  easy sell.  Some of  our  members—
particularly those who’ve never served in the military—just don’t seem to be aware of how important it is. Some
never read the manual. A very few simply don’t care. But wearing your uniform correctly isn’t just a nice thing to
do. For Auxiliarists, it’s an obligation. We know before we join that this is a uniformed organization, and we
pledge to support the Coast Guard in every way we can. That means that uniforms matter. And that wearing
them properly is a must. It isn’t that difficult to find out how to wear your uniform correctly. Chapter 10 of the
Auxiliary Manual provides detailed instructions. We also hold training classes on the subject at meetings and
Sector workshops. One difficulty is that doing something about the uniform problem isn’t easy. 

As a civilian volunteer group, the Auxiliary isn’t subject to military law. We can’t put anyone on report for
wearing collar-pins with his shoulder-boards on tropical blues. Many of us are reluctant to point out that a person
is wearing the wrong device on his or her baseball cap. “I don’t have the authority,” they say. Or, “I don’t want to
get that person mad at me.” As a result, the offender isn’t  called to account.  The rub is,  when someone is
careless about his or her uniform, we all get tarred with the same brush. 

The Auxiliary—properly—gets a bad name with the active-duty force.  So I’d  like to enlist  your help.
Please read the uniform regulations carefully, and make certain that your own uniform is up to snuff. Before you
go to an Auxiliary event,  check to be sure that you’re wearing the uniform of the day—the one that’s been
prescribed for the specific occasion. If you see someone who isn’t wearing his or her uniform properly, call the
person aside and tactfully point out the shortcomings. If you’re an Auxiliary leader, make it your business to
ensure that the regulations are followed. 

Later this month, I’ll be asking District Captains to have each Flotilla name a flag-and-uniform officer
whose duty will be to point out such violations. I’ll also ask them to conduct annual training on how to wear the
uniform. It’s something we really need to work on.

—District Commodore Bob Birrane
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ANNOUNCEMENTS and
REPORTS

2011 USCG Commandant's Priorities
ARLINGTON, Va. - Adm. Bob Papp, Commandant of the Coast Guard, addressed Coast Guard and
Coast Guard Auxiliary public affairs and governmental affairs leadership on Tuesday, April 12 at the
GAO/PAO Conference held at the Navy League Headquarters.  Papp spoke about his new
"Commandant's Direction 2011" publication designed to provide a "trackline" for the Coast Guard's
future.

Building on the four "Guiding Principals" of (1) "Steady the Service", (2) "Honor Our Profession", (3)
"Strengthen Our Partnerships", and (4) "Respect our Shipmates" that Papp unveiled in 2010 to provide
a framework for the future, the "Commandant's Priorities" for 2011 are designed to provide the
blueprint.

COMMANDANT'S PRIORITIES:
1) Sustain Mission Excellence
2) Recapitalize and Build Capacity
3) Enhance Crisis Response and Management
4) Prepare for the Future

All Coast Guard Auxiliary members are encouraged to become familiar with the Commandant's
Priorities.  To download the 24-page "Commandant's Priorities 2011" publication in .pdf file format,
please visit: http://www.uscg.mil/seniorleadership/docs/ccgs-direction-2011.pdf 

2011 National Safe Boating Week
WASHINGTON - National Safe Boating Week (NSBW) -- the traditional start of the summer boating
season -- is slated to kick-off throughout North America on Saturday, May 21, 2011.  This represents a
perfect opportunity for Coast Guard Auxiliary units to actively promote the core mission of
Recreational Boating Safety (RBS) to the general public.

With only six weeks left to prepare, NSBW campaign planning should now be well underway in all
Coast Guard Auxiliary units.  A portfolio of public-facing missions including operations (OP), public
affairs outreach (PA), public education (PE), RBS program visitations (PV) and vessel examinations
(VE) is advised to achieve maximum results.  All units are additionally encouraged to build an RBS
team to work in concert toward achieving NSBW mission objectives.

For additional information on National Safe Boating Week and recreational boating safety in general,
please visit: http://www.safeboatingcampaign.com/ or http://www.uscgboating.org/     respectively.  For
additional questions on Coast Guard Auxiliary NSBW activities, please contact Harriet Howard,
Special Assistant - NSBW in the Coast Guard Auxiliary Department of Public Affairs. 
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COMO Harry Jacobs USCGAUX Historical Perspective Video
Commodore Harry Jacobs, DCO 11SR, historical perspective of the Coast Guard
Auxiliary is posted at http://vimeo.com/19988918  

OPS/IS Workshop at Curtis Bay 22MAY
OPS/IS workshop on Sunday, 22MAY at 1500 at Berry Hall at Curtis Bay

Volunteers USCG AUX Public Affairs Booth 
National River Bass Tournament - Washington National Harbor 
Request for watchstanders on 03 June at the National Harbor from 0700-1200. All Div-25 members are
also invited to kick-off for this event on 02 June 1800-2000 at the West Dock at the National Harbor.
Uniform of the day for 02 June is civilian attire and Tropical Blue Long for 03 June. 

Division Reports

Flotilla Reports

25-01 
- Our March meeting had two guests from other districts (6 and 23) and four
prospective members.
- Flotilla 25-01 has submitted enrollment packages for two additional prospective
members.
- Fl 25-01 is recruiting new members within CGHQ where we hold our monthly
meetings. All hands (active component, reserve component, civilian, and
contractor) at CGHQ are eligible to apply for CGAUX membership.
- F 25-01 members are planning to mentor candidates for Boat Crew Qualification
training beginning in April.
- David and Beth Wells are going to teach a Virginia State Safe Boating course for
DGIF in Front Royal, VA, on Saturday, 9 April.

25-02

- Thanked VDCDR Bartlett for visit.

25-03

- Training session for VSCs both collectively and individually
- Two prospective new members. Four members will attended the Sector Baltimore Workshop.

25-05

- Two BS&S Classes scheduled, and Two Suddenly In Command classes scheduled in April. 
Established and will man a Safety Booth at the Chantilly Boat Show.
- May we will hold BS&S and Suddenly in Command at Prince William Marina.
- PA booth at Dulles Boat show
- PA Booth at Prince William boat show.
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25-06

- Conducted Vessel Examiner’s course for Colonial Beach Flotilla (4 out of 5 passed exam).
- Performed Watch Standing Duties at both the Capitol Area Boat Show at Dulles Expo and the
Prince William Marina Boat Show.
- Performed 12 vessel exams at Prince William Marina on 03Mar11 (provided 5 trainee vessel   
exams for 1 member and required vessel exams for 1 member in REYR).
- Processed enrollment applications for two prospective members.
Performed 3 PVs (Little).
- One member completed 8 hour TCT class.
- Reviewed and modified Vessel Safety Check instruction module from USCGA website.
- Developed advertisement flyer for Paddle Craft Vessel examinations.
- ABS Class April 9 and 16

25-07

- New FC Ronald Woody working on calendar of events and getting the VE program up and 
running.

25-08

- Conducted ABS class on 19 March. 27 students.
- Performed 2 vessel safety checks.
- Made 18 marine dealer visits.
- Provided recuiting information to 23 applicants.
- VFC James Miller reported tht FC Dave Lohman is in Fairfax Hospital. There is a prospective 
new member with 20 years of boating experience who needs assistance with travel from 
Springfield VA.
- ABS Classes 19 Mar, 16 Apr, 21 May, two classes later on.
- VE Day 30 Apr at Mt Vernon Yacht Club and 14 May at Ft Belvoir.

25-09

- Presented retirement letters and certificates to two members at the March Flotilla meeting. 
- Still looking to fill three vacant Flotilla Staff Officer positions. 
- Conducted Prevention of Sexual Harassment training at the March Flotilla meeting. 
- Currently have three new member applications being processed. 
- The Maryland State Instructor Certification class will be held at TISCOM on 28 April. 
- ABS courses scheduled include; Fairfax Yacht Club (9/10 Apr) and Hoffmaster’s Marina 
(4/6/11/13 Apr) and (2/4/9/11 May). 
- Vessel Safety Check Days scheduled include; Fairfax Yacht Club (9 Apr), Tyme & Tyde (16 &
23 Apr), Mount Vernon Yacht Club (30 Apr (sponsored by Mount Vernon Flotilla), Hoffmaster’s
Marine (2 & 30 Apr and 21 & 22 May), Occoquan Harbour Marina (7 May). 

25-10

Nothing to report

25-11

Nothing to report 
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25-12

- Flotilla has logged 881.4 hours in AUXDATA year to date. 
- VE days are planned for late April and throughout May. 
- Members supported the Chantilly Boat Show PA effort. 
- Training was offered in Good Mate, OP, and IS, mentoring, various coxswain and crew, first 
aid, and IMSEP. 

Staff Reports

Division Commander

- ASAR to be held 22 July.
- Hurricane exercise to be conducted 18-19 May.

Communications

- First Quarter Sector Baltimore Auxiliary Radio Drill was conducted on 8 March 2011. After 
Action reports were submitted by the participants of the drill, and forwarded to the ADSO-CM.
- Performed inspections of radio facilities.
- We have at the present time, 8 Fixed Land Radio Facilities, and 10 Land Mobile Radio 
Facilities.

Communication Services

- We have added a draft version of the ATON list to the division website. I will work to make 
the format more readable. The idea is for verifiers to access the site to identify aids they will 
check. They will send their findings to Bernie and he will provide them to me to update on the 
site. 

Finance

- The March Financial Report will be distributed at the division meeting.
- The Division 25 had year-to- date total receipts of $9,859.88 and total year-to-date 
disbursements of $12,851.16. For the period ending March 31, 2011, the division had a net loss 
of $2,991.28.
- As of this date, all Division 25 flotillas have paid their annual membership dues.
- Paid Cutter Deon Project contribution of $337.00
- COW Plaques paid $451.44
- PE materials ordered for 25-01, 25-05 & 25-09

Human Resources

- Twenty (20) new member applications submitted to DIRAUX for processing.
- Three (3) Disenrollments by DIRAUX
- Four (4) Enrollments Completed by DIRAUX
- Twelve (12) new member ID cards issued
- Four (4) Prospective Member Emails Directed to Appropriate Flotilla based on WEB referrals

Information Services

Nothing to report
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Liaison Office

Nothing to report

Marine Safety

- Canceled Division Quarterly Cleanup at Jones Point Lighthouse due to weather and restricted
access due to construction
- Assisted in inspection of two port bulk liquid transfer facilities
- Passed oral board and received qualification letter for Assistant Facility Inspector
- Supported PA booths at Chantilly and Prince William Marina Boat shows
- Supported PE presentation of BS&S and Suddenly-in-Command courses
- Provided Admin support of Maritime Tactical Operations Group (MTOG)

Materials

Nothing to report

Member Training

- Scheduled Counterparts Meeting
- Corresponded with ADSO-MT re/ Div Planned Training Activities
- Queried FSOs-MT for updates and needs

Navigational Systems

- Our counterpart meeting with FSO-NS's was held on Mar 30.  The 2011 PATON list was 
distributed and it agreed thqt the list would be posted on the Div web site for AV's to see which 
had not yet bee reported on.  As PATONs are reported they will be indicated as such by the SO-
CS.

 - Also discussed were the new reporting forms, and areas of particular attention for the AV's, to 
include submitting a copy of their 7030 along with the 7054 to receive credit for the mission.

Operations

Nothing to report

Personnel Services

Nothing to report

Program Visitor

Nothing to report

Publications

Nothing to report

Public Education

- 25-01 will teach an ABS course at the Washington Sailing Marina in Alexandria, VA beginning
on 20 April. 
- 25-03 will teach the Maryland State Basic Boating Class beginning on 26 April in Bowie, MD.
- 25-05 taught BS&S at the Prince William Marina, Woodbridge, VA, 7-16 March
- 25-05 taught Suddenly in Command at the Prince William Marina,Woodbridge, VA,
on 19 March 
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- 25-05 will teach BS&S at the Prince William Marina, Woodbridge, VA, 9-18 May 
- 25-05 will teach Suddenly in Command at the Prince William Marina, on 21 May
- 25-05 is working on settting up some Paddlesports America courses. 
- 25-06 taught a VE course for Flotilla 25-11 (the Colonial Beach Flotilla) on 19 March
and had 4 prospective VEs pass the open book test.
- 25-06 will teach an ABS course at West Springfield Government Center, 6140 Rolling
Road, Springfield, VA, on two Saturdays, 9 and 16 Apri
- 25-08 taught an ABS course at the Knights of Columbus Hall, 8592 Richmond Highway,
Alexandria, VA, on 19 March 
- 25-08 will teach an ABS course at the Mount Vernon Yacht Club, Tarpon Lane,
Alexandria, VA, on 16 April. 
- 25-09 will teach ABS at the Fairfax Yacht Club on 9 and 10 April
- 25-09 will teach ABS at the Hoffmaster's Marina on 4, 6, 11, and 13 April. 
- 25-09 will teach ABS at the Hoffmaster's Marina on 2, 4, 9, 11 May. 
- 25-10 (Fredericksburg) taught ABS at Spotsylvania Town Centre (Sheriff Substation) on
Saturday, 12 March
- 25-10 (Fredericksburg) taught ABS at Spotsylvania Town Centre, Sheriff Substation, on
Saturday, 9 April
- 25-11 taught an ABS course at Lighthouse Restaurant, 11 Monroe Bay Ave, Colonial
Beach, VA, on Saturday, April 2 

Vessel Examination

- Performed 3 PV visits in March
- Participated as watchstander for Chantilly and Prince William Marina boatshows
- Conducted, along with Gritte, a VE course for Colonial Beach Flotilla, and 4 out of 5 passed 
exam
- Performed 11 vessel exams at Prince William Marina on 03Mar11 (provided trainee vessel 
exams for 1 member and required vessel exams for 1 member in REYR)
- Too early in year to compare VE's performed to last year
- Requested information from FSO-VE's regarding where VSC's are performed and have 
received POOR response from FSO-VE's.
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AUXDIRECT - SECTOR BALTIMORE
UPDATED MAY 3, 2011

NEW LISTING
SECTOR BALTIMORE  

PUBLIC TOURS IN USCGC SHEARWATER

On 21 May, the Coast Guard Cutter Shearwater will make a port call in Annapolis, MD to help
kick-off National Safe Boating Week Activities.  She will host public tours in Annapolis as part
of Safe Boating Week opening ceremonies.  We need 4 - 6 Auxiliarists to conduct tours. 

Tours will be conducted around 1200 to 1600.  The cutter will arrive around 0900.  Training
will be provided to tour guides soon after arrival followed by lunch aboard.

We need volunteers familiar with or want to learn more about Coast Guard cutters and boats
and procedures.  Uniform: Tropical blue.  This is an outstanding opportunity to learn first hand
about one of our newest cutters.

Reference number: SHEARWATER 5-21-2011

Interested in working more closely with the Coast Guard? This is the latest installment of the
listing that we send out containing jobs in Sector Baltimore for which the Coast Guard wants
Auxiliary help. In the preceding page, we’ve listed each job by its title and location,  then
described the duties and qualifications needed and shown the hours that you’d be expected
to serve. If you’re interested in applying, please fill out the sign up sheet below and send it—
along with  your resume, if  requested—to  Ray Feller,  Auxiliary Sector  Coordinator  (Sector
Baltimore) at:

E-mail address: rfeller333@comcast.net 
 

Phone number:  301-775-6666

Note: Please do not send your application directly to the Coast Guard or to the installation.
A word about commitment. Once you sign up for a job or training course with the Coast
Guard, you’ll be expected to stand regular watches or work regular hours at the job after
you’ve been certified. Please sign up, but please know in advance that doing so will require
your continuing commitment. 
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I’M ANSWERING THE WANT-AD  
        FROM AUXDIRECT – SECTOR BALTIMORE

             Please fill out this form and send it to:

e-mail address: rfeller333@comcast.net 
 
Postal mailing address: 
    Ray Feller
    Post Office Box 903
   Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732
 
Name ________________________________  Member # _______________

Division _____  Flotilla _____  Home phone _____________________________

Work phone ______________________ Cellphone _______________________

E-mail address __________________________________________________

Mailing address __________________________________________________

                         __________________________________________________

Which job are you interested in?

Job title (at top of want-ad): ______________________________________

Job reference number (at bottom of the want-ad): ___________________

PLEASE DON’T FORGET TO SEND YOUR RESUME IF THAT’S REQUESTED

Days and times you’ll be able to work:

  Mondays _______ to _______         
  Tuesdays _______ to _______
  Wednesdays _______ to _______                                 
  Thursdays _______ to _______
  Fridays _______ to _______
  Saturdays _______ to _______
  Sundays _______ to _______
  Holidays _______ to _______

Your qualifications:
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________



 

 

'Potomac Currents' 
Kenneth Horton SO-PB

Fifth Southern Region – Division 25
hortonkw@gmail.com

http://a05425.cgauxonline.com

Please feel free to contact me with any questions, comments, or concerns about this,
or any Division 25 publication


